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and strike the left hand sticks of their partners with their
right hand one. The process is repeated and all the while the
dancers keep moving along the ring in anti-clockwise direction.
The whole system is in accordance with a simple but regular
and symmetrical scheme ; the steps are brisk and graceful and
the body-movements are very lively and in entire unison
with the sound of the sticks which produce a pleasing rhyth-
mic effect. The scheme includes many variations of which
the most interesting is that in which a player falls flat
on the ground on his back as if wounded and "yet
keeps on dancing round and round in that position, striking
his sticks against those of his neighbours, who keep up, the-
round progression of the ring.

In its origin it was very likely a war-dance and the
sticks are symbolised swords and shields. The fashion in
which the shields are wieldad indicates parrying with
swords.

The name is obviously derived from the fact that the
dancing is performed with kathis (sticks) in hand.
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